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¢I have told you of that
emperor’s city in detail

- And will tell you of the coining in Cambaluc

that hyght the sccret of alchemy:

‘ They take bast of the mulberry-tree,

That is a skin between the wood and the bark,
And of this they make paper, and mark it

Half a tornesel, a tornescl, or a half-groat of silver,
Or two groats, or five groats, or ten groats,

i Or, for a great sheet, 2 gold bezant, 3 bezants,

Ten Bezants;

And they are written on by officials,
And smeared with the great kahn’s seal in vermilion;
And the forgers are punished with death,
And all this costs the Khan nothing,
And so he is rich in this world.
And his postmen go sewed up and scaled up,
Their coats buttoned behind and then sealed,
In this way from the voyage’s one end to its other.
And the Indian merchants arriving
Must give up their jewels, and take this money

in paper,
(That trade runs, in bezants, to 400,000 the year).
And the nobles must buy their pearls™
—thus Messire Polo; prison at Genoa—
«“Of the Emperor.”

There was a boy in Constantinople,
And some britisher kicked his arse.
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